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° ° ° ° In recent years, scenes of everyday life in Taiwan — its narrow alleyways, aging
Reimagining the Everyday: o |

houses, and glowing night markets — have quietly become a cultural trend among

. . . . young people in South Korea. This tender and nostalgic aesthetic is affectionately
Taipei Fringe Festival and

called “diRFHA” (Taiwan Sensibility), symbolizing a longing for warmth, sincerity,

o o 14 . . o1 99
the Spirit of "Taiwan Sensibility and unpolished beauty.
A2 E 7 [P0 E2 =24, 201E Ji=, 2 28! O IEC| YaXol EAS0| st= #2012
OIALO] THGHAL: EFOIHIO| Z2IX| HIAEIEH0 ‘THOREA O] A Al ALOIIM X231 EatH ERMEZ X2 YUSLICE 0 REE D e4E 22T |= OIe2 MEeg
SA 210 CHsEOKIX 22 OtS0HE0 et s42 &&6t= “THEH-&(Taiwan Sensibility)”012t=

li&le= =&ILICH

=. ¥=2(Tzu-Ying Yang)

Beneath this romanticized image, however, Taiwanese artists have long engaged
with the everyday in more subversive ways. Their performances often take place
not only in theatres but in all kinds of urban spaces — historical train stations,
P ! cafés, old houses — transforming familiar settings and questioning the very idea
of “ordinary life.” Each summer, the Taipei Fringe Festival (TFF) becomes a key

platform where these reimagined versions of the everyday quietly unfold.

iLE OI EEHAR! 0I01XI OIFH0ILM, CHERS| Bils/tS2 Q@3S O 542! E4O= 2t
IS S0RSLICH IS0 S22 SEEE Ol SAER! VXIS, FHIH, Lchiz! 8 & 24 &F0
&'012k= g XHIo QIEE TV IELICH

EAI ST 24X, S==et HiES HathlF |10 Eeat
i 01 JHAIEI= “ErOIRION ZEIX] HIAEIZ (Taipei Fringe Festival, TFF)"2 0IZH Tholdd=l 240
PS

| THlA
BD&S01 280l 2L 1= HyHR1 S3Z0| ELIC

—

Founded in 2008 by the Taipei City Government’s Department of Cultural
Affairs and later managed by the Taipei Performing Arts Center, the TFF was
inspired by the spirit of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe — freedom, openness, and
nonconformity. In its first year, 61 artist groups participated, offering a wide range

of experiential performances.

20085 EfOIHIOIAI 22F=(Department of Cultural Affairs)0l 2H&6ty! 0= EFOIHIOI S0 HIE
(Taipei Performing Arts Center))t 282 &2 TFF= (I=EH2 ZEIX] HAEIZE(Edinburgh Festival
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Among them, artist Jimmy Chang staged A Wedding Banquet, a performative Now in 2025, the TFF enters its seventeenth year. Hundreds of performance
ceremony that blurred the boundary between art and real life. Audiences joined groups activate diverse venues across Taipei — from bars and train stations to a
the wedding feast — choosing between vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals cold noodle shop — turning the city into a vast creative playground.

when purchasing their tickets — and the ticket itself served as a cash gift for the 2025101 11, TEF= 1751THE 20 IRSLICH At o) Zod
PPN O C

newlyweds. During the TFF opening parade, Chang and his wife, Circle (Xuan 0127 17HX| EI0IHI0| HI0] kst KtAS 817 |R1H| DHETH
Simin), rode a motorcycle through the city in full traditional wedding attire, turning oIA| |CH

their wedding into a striking public spectacle. Chang later described this event as a
Having experienced both the Edinburgh and Taipei Fringe Festivals, I see how
turning point in his understanding of what theatre could be.
each opens new ways of perceiving the city: freely, unexpectedly, and intimately.

1 OEIAE X101 &Uimmy Chongl2 Bl &M &9 ZHIE 6iF= 81X 9421 &= [=X The TFF, in particular, offers free venues for emerging artists, supporting those at
E

H Q DA IIZHES 4 1 THAITIF Ql-b Al =
(A Wedding Banquet)>"S L0 SXSLILE S B2 08 Al TS 22 A4S the beginning of their careers and helping them cultivate new audiences.

ATl £2 TIZ2A00 204340, ERY XED AZEEE Qler 015 AeE HsL 9

S2t &0 T19] Ot ME(RAIRL Xuan Simin)2 & 2dis= &30 @EHI0IE Bt EAIE 25-0HH OIEEZH ELOIHIOIC! ZEIXI HAEIEE 25 H&doll 2 K=, 2240 SHDEZAIE XIREL, HIAXI

S0l 2242 QYR IS =422 BSEUELILE =Y &2 01 AdS H=501 28401 2 £~ U= ForHl, 12|10 212ohH ldok= ME2 EAS S0ix= As SAWSLIT

Jt01l CHE! XHAIO| OIohE HIE HEH-H0IICHD BARYSLICH Sol TFF= 42! Hi=IS0 B2 S 8248 HSotd, Ol & 8= A&ok= 0152 X~
ot =2 &A= == S&LICH

Yet experimental performances in Taiwan are not new. In the 1980s, the so-

called “Little Theatre Movement” emerged as artists, students, and citizens began The Taipei Fringe Festival exemplifies how the aesthetics of everyday life ~often

[ . . 1. ”»” . . . .
performing in streets, ruins, and other unconventional spaces. These works were celebrated abroad as “"Taiwan Sensibility” — can be reactivated within Taiwan as a

acts of defiance against institutional authority and cultural hierarchy — where the site of critical imagination. In transforming streets, cafés, and alleyways into stages,

body itself became a site of protest and imagination. artists continue to blur the boundaries between art and daily existence, keeping

alive the city’s tradition of creative resistance.
OFXIEF CHEFOHIM A&XP1 5040

M=Z2 22 OFELICE 1980HE 0= EtOIHIOI ZEIXT HIAEIZE2 oHRINIM Sol "THRHEE"C= ZHAE Bz 280l 01801, CHEF LIRHIM=
Gz, std, AIRIS01 H2ILF BT, O1E HIEA S4=0| HOZ THatdote & U=XIE E0iz= TSR HRILICE H2l 7, ==E2
JIEH HIFSEHP! SZHHIM =26t | BHE EHEAECZM, M) IS2 sl 24X &2 U019 BHE HliSohM S3oHH 2HSH S0
A&t M A9 “A=E 2S(Little XXM 0l BES 0100t UASLICH

LICk Ol2fer HEE=2 M= A0t
ZorH QLA Chigt K0 eIKROMH,
LI 3 XEIE K219 & =0] O

Tzu-Ying Yang is a Taiwan-based performance maker and visual artist. Her practice focuses on interactive and site-

oA
Chen Chich-ien EISLICE specific performance, exploring spatial storytelling as a way to reframe everyday perception. She co-founded Same
) Same Collective and runs the Co-Zin House Collective. She was an artist-in-residence at Treasure Hill Artist Village in
2025 Season 3.

*UXA(Tzu-Ying Yang)™*= CHEHS V[EIO= &&0t= S0 MAXI0IXHAIZE GIEIHZLICE 40| 2= CIHEIE (@S AE) & 4 SEX(site-
specific) S0 SHS FH, 2&0| TIA4E T &ot= BEC2 M S2HH AEL|2RS BELICE 4= ‘Same Same Collective'’E S £2IHCMH
‘Co-Zin House Collective’S 280t UASLICH 2025E A= 3 EiiM &E(Treasure Hil) Bl&2! OIS0l 215 2= 2ESSSLICH
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