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| Abstract |

The characteristics of the March 1% Independence
Movement in Busan area in 1919

Hong, Soon-Kwon

The first demonstration for the Korea’s independence in Busan area
occurred at Jwachon-dong, the outskirt of Busan-bu on the March 11™
1919. The people who projected and leaded the first demonstration in Busan
were the teachers and students of llsin girls’ school which was governed by
Australian Christian Mission. The next demonstration occurred at Dongnae
marketplace, the main street of Dongnae-gun. Its leaders were the residents
who moved from Busan to Seoul, and those who came back from joining
the Seoul demonstration in March 1%, 1919. The Busan demonstration
occurred relatively earlier than other providences of the south part of Korea
Penisular such as Honam, Kangwon etc. when we take the distance between
Seoul and Busan into consideration. It could be so fast because of the
Kyong-Bu Railroad Line as the modernized traffic network opened in 1905.

The demonstration was spreaded step by step from the urban district or
the main street of the Dongnae-gun into other rural communities. In the
urbarn district or the main street of the Dongnae-gun the demonstrations
were leaded by the students or young workers, but in the rural communities
the demonstrations were leaded and attended by local merchants or farmers.

We can find out the Christians and Buddhist students or monks, but
cannot find out any Confucian groups nor Cheondo-gyo believers who
attended initiatively the independence demonstration in the other provinces.
It is very interesting that some myeon officials attended the Independence
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movement. They provided mimeographs that were necessary for making out
a large quantity of handbills during the demonstration. Or it is possible to
guess that they attended the demonstration because of racist practices of
colonial policy under the Japanese rule.

Keyword: March 1st, Independece Movement, llsin girls' highschool,
Busan, Dongnae






