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| Abstract |

A Study on the Creation and Oral Transmission of
Avrirang in Busan

Park, Kyung-su

A research on folk songs of Busan region dates back to the period of
Japanese colonial rule. A research ran by the Japanese Government-General
of Korea did not specify any folk songs originating from Busan region.
However, researches ran by individuals excavated many Busan-born folk
songs. Meanwhile, of them are 11 Arirang songs in "the colloquial and the
literary Joseon folk songs transmitting by word of mouthy excavated in
Gupo, Busan, which is the only documented record on Arirang in the area
before the Korean War from 1950 to 1953. It is very close to the original
<Gyeonggi Arirang> with the characteristics of 'Bonjo Arirang," which is
same as <Arirang taryeong>.

Since the Korean War, researches have been run on folk songs in Busan
region. All the folk songs excavated in Busan region until the year 2000 are
only 6 <Milyang Arirang> songs from Songjeong, Haeundae-Gu by Kim
Seung-chan. However, many more have been found ever since 2000, the
researches have been run on folk songs in Busan region in earnest.
<Gyeonggi Arirang> have been sung 25 times, which is the most followed
in frequency by <Milyang Arirang>(20 times), <Jindo Arirang>(8 times),
and <Jungsun Arirang>(6 times). There are 42 versions of <Milyang
Arirang>, 35 versions of <Gyeonggi Arirang>, 34 versions of <Jindo
Avrirang>, and 20 versions of <Jungsun Arirang>. However, the regularity of
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<Gyeonggi Arirang>'s each version of songs were sung 1.40, which is the
least, <Milyang Arirang> was 2.10, <Jungsun Arirang> 3.33, and <Jindo
Arirang> 4.25. Although <Jungsun Arirang> and <Jindo Arirang> were
sung less than <Gyeonggi Arirang> and <Milyang Arirang>, the abilities of
the singers of these Arirangs were twice greater than the other two. A
different area favored a different version of Arirang. In West Busan, each
version of <Jindo Arirang> was sung more than the others while <Jungsun
Arirang> was popular in East Busan.

Arirang songs have diverged into many different versions in Busan
region. In 1937, <Dongrae Arirang> recorded by Seo Young-shin at Okay
Record was Shinminyo developed from <Jungsun Arirang>. It did not gain
popularity but carried a regional identity of Busan. This has led to various
versions of <Busan Arirang> by Ha Chun-hwa(1973), Kang Hae-ra(2007),
Lee Sang-bun(2009), Ham Myung-hee(2015), Kim Yeon-sook(2015), and
to <Dadaepo Arirang> by Hwang Tae-ja. Kim Hee-eun remade <Dongrae
Arirang> recorded by Seo Young-shin and changed the dynamics of the
song in Busan region by writing, composing and singing it through <Busan
Arirang> in 2007 and <New Dongrae Arirang> in 2009. Furthermore, the
National Busan Gugak Center runs concerts on a regular basis, and 'Busan
Arirang' is being recreated in the forms of the modern poetry.

Keyword : Busan, Arirang, Dongrae Arirang, Busan Arirang, Sin-Minyo,
Popular song, Arirang Literature, Arirang Culture, Performing Arts,
Identity.






