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[ Abstract]

Historical Landscape of Modern Daebyun Byeolsingut

Mun, Hea—Jin / lecturer(Hanyang University)

The purpose of this paper is to consider how Daebyun
Byeolsingut, the biggest village festival in Gijang, has been
changed from the period of Japanese colonial rule to today,
especially in the aspect of ritual place, ritual performancers and
ritual itself. Research methods of this paper were based on
previous studies of Byeolsingut, while having an interview with
ritual performancers and participants of Daebyun Byeolsingut in
order to identify how residents in Daebyun has experienced
Byeolsingut and participating and observing Daebyun Byeolsingut
in 2013 in oder to identify how ritual places and ritual have
been changed.

The results of research can be summarized as three points.
First, Daebyun Byeolsingut in the period of Japanese colonial
rule was permitted with notification to the police and was
performed every three years by heads of a village. The
masters of religious rite were selected by the direction of
bamboo that a fortune teller near a village grabbed. Ones
selected like this offered a devout prayer, so—called
Gutgangmun, before opening Byeolsingut and should bathe one's
body and purify oneself in a stream until the closing day of
Byeolsingut. At that time, there were two village shrines in

Daebyun and one village shrine in both Muyang—ri and
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Yeonwha—ri.

Second, Daebyun Byeolsingut in the period of Saemaul
Movement was halted from the mid of 1970s to the end of
1980s by tendency toward breaking of superstition. Instead,
people in Daebyun performed the community rites, Jeman,
which costed cheaper than Byeolsingut, in January, June and
October. In other words, residents in Daebyun, who were
employed in subsistence farming and fishing, considered the
village gut as ‘superstition’ but still believed in mountain god of
agriculture and sea god of fishing; it made people build the
shrine for mountain god in 1976 and the shrine for sea god in
1982. Especially, the characteristics of ritual for a big catch of
fish in Byeolsingut strengthened because the ownership of
fishery resource was transferred to fishing village fraternities.
For example, praying related to good harvest was reduced and
mountain spirit revealed character of sea spirit.

Finally, Daebyun Byeolsingut has been performed again since
1980s because of an iliad of a drowning accident. 1 February
1985, Donghaean Byeolsingut designated as important intangible
cultural properties no. 82, as a result, cultural properties aid
was offered; villages, which performed Byeolsingut, became to
hold it only at the year that cultural properties aid was offered.
It caused increasing the cycle of Byeolsingut performance. On
the other hand, the community rites, Jeman, without cultural
properties aid decreased or disappeared, and village shrines also
showed tendency of disappearance. In addition, the method of
selection of masters of religious rite changed from the house

that bamboo pointed to panchayat because taboo of masters of
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religious rite was burdensome.
Key words : Gijang Byeolsingut, Daebyun Byeolsingut,
Byeolsingut in the period of Japanese colonial rule,

Saemaul Movement, Sacularization of Byeolsingut
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