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[ Abstract]

Achievements and Future Studies on Busan Port

under Japanese Rule

kim, Seung / Korea Maritime University

Busan is the first port that opened trade in Korea. It is where
Japanese established a modern city earlier. The port itself had
good locational conditions thanks to geographic characteristics of
Busan. However, its coastlines faced the hinterland mountains,
making it necessary to reclaim the sea to secure urban space.
Japan reclaimed the coastal waters such as Bukhang, Youngseon
sanchakpyeong, Busanjin, Namhang, Daepongpo of Youngdo, and
Jeokgiman to make the current coastlines of Busan Port. Japan
built the dock facilities for smooth transportation of materials
and anchoring along with the reclamation. Especially, materials
to build the first and second docks were those to enable
anchoring of ships as heavy as 7,000 tons as they were important
facilities where the Korean Peninsula and Japan were connected
through public ferries and the Gyeongbu Railroad. As a result,
these facilities were useful to speedily deliver military and relief
supplies of the United Nations forces during the Korean War.

The reclamation of Busan Port and arrangement of port facilities
were the projects carried out based on the interests of the

Korean Government before Japanese rule, Dongraegamriseo which

_32_
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was responsible for foreigner-related affairs in Busan under
Japanese rule, Japanese settlement corporation among Japanese
residents in Busan, Busan Chamber of Commerce after Japanese
Rule, capitalists in Japan, Japanese Government-General of Korea,
Oriental Colonial Company, and Japanese army.

As the Korean Peninsula’s role as a base for military supplies
since the Sino-Japanese War became more important, Busan port
also became important in military strategic aspects such as
logistics and marine transportation.

Therefore, a detailed exploration of Busan port reclamation will
be a very important clue to understand the process of Busan’s
growth as a colonial city from the urban-sociological aspects as
well as construction engineering.

This paper sums up achievements of the previous studies on
reclamation of Busan port prior to the national liberation and the

future tasks to be done.

Key words : Busan Port Reclamation, Japanese Capitalists Living
in Busan, Japanese Capitalists Living in Japan, Japanese Government
-General of Korea, Japanese Military Authority, Railroad and

Port Transportation
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