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[Abstract]

The Researches on the historic Pusan~Masan
Uprising in 1979 : the Achievements and the
Future Tasks

Hong, Soon Kwon / Dong~a Univ.

Over thirty years has passed since the historic Pusan~Masan
Uprising occurred in October, 1979. Immediately after the
Uprising, the Yusin dictatorial regime collapsed with the
assassination of President Park. Many researches on it have been
produced since then, because it heavily affected the following
democratic movements in Korea, especially in the 1980s. Most of
all, the researches increased rapidly for the recent 10 years.

The growth of researches and concerns on  the historic
uprisings were due to such a series of domestic political changes
as the June Demoratic Uprising in 1987, the transfer of political
power in 1998, and the return to democratic power in 2003 etc.
The research achievements contributed much to putting the
Pusan~Masan Uprising into the right position in terms of the
democratic movement history in Korea. The concerns on the
social~historical localities of two cities, Pusan and Masan
increased as their ripple effects. For example, such recent
researches on the workers of 1970s in Pusan and Masan are
actually related to the research activities on the Pusan~Masan
Uprising.

The earlier researches on the Pusan~Masan Uprising were
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produced mainly by the local scholars who were living or
working in Pusan or Masan, but gradually the other scholars
who were living in Seoul or any other provinces began to be
concerned about the problems of the Pusan~Masan Uprising in
1979. Through this course, the category of the themes on the
Pusan~Masan Uprising has been enlarged from the problems of
the locality to the problem of the comparision with the May 18
Democratic Uprising in 1980 or the June Democratic Uprising in
1987. Now, these research activities produce an effect on some
scholars who are studying the history of Democracy in the 1980s
and after then, including the themes such as the political
changes in local society, the progress of NGO, and the people’s
political consciousness etc.

Nevertheless, there remain many research tasks to understand
the deeper historical meanings of the Uprising in 1979. One of
them is to find out the method how we should exercise the
struggle for remembrance. In order to solve this problem, we
have to discuss more often what is the core ideas of the
Pusan~Masan Uprising, and how to preserve them. To evaluate
what is the idealogical influences that the Pusan~Masan Uprising
brought on citizens living in both Pusan and Masan is necessary
to ruminate upon its meaning from a local perspective.
Futhermore we have to investigate and analyse many materials
that have not been discovered yet.

In short, what does the Pusan~Masan Uprising in 1979 mean
to us? The answer is a self~question about how we understand
the nowaday’s democracy in Korea. The ability to understand its

historical meaning depends on the present level of the
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development of local democracy. The answer for the future
research tasks on the Pusan~Masan Uprising could be found out

just from such a self~question on the Korean democracy itself.

Key words : Pusan~Masan Uprising, Yusin dictatorial regime,
democratic movement history, political changes, struggle for

remembrance



