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[Abstract]

Reconsidering Bulmo(f#kR})
Yang Wan Ho’s life

Moon, Nyeon-soon / Office of Cultural Properties Appraisal

Bulmo Yang Wan Ho was born in Dongrae, Busan in the
Japanese colonial period. He was respected as a figure who took
the lead in the circle of Buddhist painting of Yeongnam region
over two decades. He engaged in making Buddhist paintings and
states in the place of Buddhist painting inside the Beomeosa
Temple, where he also trained disciples. The core of his works

lied in the succession of tradition. He lived in the period when
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Western culture was being mass introduced to this country from
Japan and the West and when techniques of Western painting are
rapidly substituting those of Korean traditional painting. At that
time, Wan Ho established his own painting style while succeeding
the traditional painting style. He was not only the last successor
of traditional Buddhist painting, but also the initiator of modern
Buddhist painting. Thus, researches on him is very significant in
establishing the cultural history of Busan as a part of its modern history.

This study does not focus on aesthetic discussions about his
works which are still remained. Rather, the study focuses on
seven unsolved problems or questions about his life that were
raised by previous studies.

Findings of the study can be summarized as follows. He left
home to be a Buddhist priest at the age of between 23(1892) and
27(1896). He joined the Buddhist world at the Beomeosa Temple.
He managed the place of Buddhist painting which were inside
Haehangdang as a building of the temple. Later, the place of
Buddhist painting was managed by his disciple, Wolju Deokmun
until 1969. It had been uncertain when and how long Wan Ho
stayed at Bokcheonam. But as records on the construction of the
present Bokcheonsa Temple were discovered in 2008, it was found
that Bokcheonam was founded in 1921 and he stayed there for
about 10 years from September, 1921 to his entering Nirvana.
Genealogically, Wan Ho's painting style was transmitted by a
school of Buddhist painters, but by Buddhist individuals who he
privately tutored. Finally, the year when he entered Nirvana was
found 1931 in accordance with records by the Cultural Heritage

Administration of Korea. In this case, registers filed in Yeongdo—gu
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Ward Office which specified Wan Ho entered Nirvana in 1933
were not considered.

It is fortunate that the seven issues were solved, so that we
could have more access to Wan Ho's life. In the late Chosun
period, Wan Ho was the last person who succeeded the painting
style of Yeongnam region. He kept the techniques of traditional
painting only through his efforts without the help of private
tutoring. He brought up disciples who in turn transmitted the
traditions of Buddhist painting. Even in the dark age of the
Korean nation, he protected the value of traditional Buddhist
painting from being contaminated by the trends of the age. He
raised Buddhist art to a higher level, giving a fresh shock on
modern Buddhist painting and making the cultural and artistic

circles of Busan newly illuminated.

Key words : Wan Ho, Japanese colonial period, Buddhist
painting. Korean traditional painting. Beomeosa Temple.

Bokcheonam. Bokcheonsa Temple. Monk painters. Buddhist art.



