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| Abstract |

Consumption space and consumption culture of Japanese
settlement in the Open Port of Busan

Lee, Ga-Yeon

With the opening of the port in 1876, Joseon had significant political,
social and economic changes. And culturally, there was a wind of change.
Since the opening of the port in Busan, a Japanese settlement has been built
around Choryang Waegwan[Z2|3}]. This was a space for Japanese
people's residence and commerce and a place of power as a colonial ruler.
Nevertheless, cultural changes began to take place around this place. It is
the birth of a modern capitalist consumption culture. The Japanese
settlement in Busan was similar to Japan in the spatial structure of the city.
The change in spatial structure has affected the entire urban cultural life. In
addition to administrative and commercial facilities, cultural facilities such
as shrines, temples and theaters were featured here. A colonial city is
predicated on being Unequality. Busan, however, has become a “mixed
space” with a mixture of shipbuilding, Japanese and Western. At that time,
Busan was a place where tradition and modernity coexist and the power
relations of the colonizers and the native was created. But most of all, it
was also a place where modern desires were stirred beyond all this. With
many stores located in the Japanese settlement , Busan gradually changed
from a place of life to a huge products exhibition hall. Thus, the increase in
consumption was a natural phenomenon. Consumption is not just an
economic activity, but a cultural phenomenon that reflects the time and
space in which consumption takes place. In the Japanese settlement, many
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Japanese engaged in commerce. The streets were filled with restaurants that
were not easily accessible until now, such as clothes, shops that sell various
daily miscellaneous items, and Japanese and Western restaurants. These
created a new culture of consumption. Shops have attracted people's
attention by doing business activities such as fancy decorations, product
promotions, prize giving events and bargain sales to make more profit.
Then, who enjoyed this consumer culture most? What's clear is that when
talking about consumption space and consumption culture, it can't simply be
dichotomous: It can't the enjoyer are the colonists and the natives are the
completely marginalized. Colonial cities inevitably have the “mixion” of the
colonists and natives. But there is also a limit to highlighting this only. This
is because there is clearly a ‘boundary’ and ‘excluding’ of each other and an
‘unequality’ accordingly. In this regard, the development of modern

consumer culture based on colonialism is unequal from the beginning.

Keyword : Busan, Japanese settlement, Commerce, Culture, Consumption
culture, General store, Kohukuten[%=fiZ/5], Tailor shop, Restaurant,
Coloniality



