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| Abstract |

Late Joseon Period Wegwan
from the Perspective of Korea-Japan Cultural Exchange
- Focusing on Japanese Tobacco and Tobacco Pipes -

Chang, Soon-Soon

This study aims at examining how Japanese tobacco and tobacco pipes
brought into Joseon through the Wegwan were projected in the lifestyles and
culture of the people of Joseon from the perspective of Joseon-Japanese
cultural exchange. Most studies on cultural exchange through the Wegwan
focused on food, paintings and ceramics, but no studies were conducted on
tobacco.

Japanese tobacco was first imported through Wegwan when merchants
from Tsushima began trading from Wegwan after entered the treaty called
Giyuyakjo in 1609. It is assumed that it was imported in the form of private
trade with the opening of the Wegwan or smuggling for sales in Joseon.
Second, it may have been brought into Korea as gifts while performing
Wegwan duties. Next is inflow through envoys to Japan such as the
Tongshinsahaeng(GE{Z#17) and Munwihaeng(fH%547). Tobacco and
tobacco pipes that came into Joseon were spread to others as gifts, etc. in
Seoul and other parts of the nation for domestic distribution, and Japanese
tobacco and tobacco pipes were known to be of the highest quality in Korea,
making it very expensive. It was treated as a very valuable item in that the
king would give it as gifts to vassals, and it was distributed in domestic
markets such as Dongnae. Distribution of Japanese tobacco and tobacco
pipes was sung as folk songs in not only Gyeongsang-do, but all around the
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nation. Furthermore, due to the influence of Japanese tobacco pipes,
Dongnae tobacco pipes and Busan tobacco pipes became known as the most
luxurious tobacco pipes of Joseon, and Dongnae was recorded in literature
as a great producer of tobacco pipes. Likewise, it is evident that tobacco
pipes from the Dongnae and Busan regions becoming known as the best
products was due to the impact of Japanese tobacco and tobacco pipes that
were brought into Joseon through Wegwan and envoys to Japan.

Keywords : Wegwan({%#F), Tobacco, Tobacco pipes, Wegwan trading,
Cultural exchange, Busan(%:111), Dongnae(#5)



