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| Abstract |

Foreign Exchanges in Ancient Busan through
Literature Records

Baek, Seung-Chung

This paper examines the emergence of ancient Busan political bodies and
the nature and trends of foreign exchanges in the Samhan~Three Kingdoms
Era, with a focus on the literature.

Since prehistoric times, Busan has been characterized by openness and
oceans, and has a geographical condition as a gateway to inland through the
Nakdong River. These characteristics define the historical character of
Busan as well as pre-modern times.

In the Samhan and Three Kingdoms Era, Busan had regional political
bodies called the Dokroguk and the Geochilsanguk. Busan's “Dokroguk”
during the Samhan period, or early Gaya, was the center of external
exchange activities through “iron material” along with Gimhae Guyaguk.
This was a factor that could lead the early Gaya politically and culturally
over Silla.

However, in the 4th century, the ancient Busan of the Three Kingdoms
Era focused on internal growth and the weakening of foreign exchange in
the disappearance of Hangunhyun and the establishment of Three
Kingdoms. Furthermore, after the Namjeong of Goguryeo(400), Busan
began to be directly affected by the political and military damages from the
Goguryeo and Silla Namjeong forces, as well as the Silla's advance into the
Nakdong River.

This situation in ancient Busan coincides with the political trends of
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neighboring Gimhae, Ulsan, and Yangsan. The maritime activities of Park
Je-sang, the ruler of Silla in ancient Yangsan region, and the conquest tales
of the Ushisanguk and Geochilsanguk of the island are well illustrated.

Some see the incorporation of Silla in ancient Busan as early and mid 6th
century. This argument, however, fits with the merger of the Garakguk(532)
and is merely an easy interpretation. At least in literature, it can be seen that
since the mid-5th century, Busan's political body, Geochilsanguk, was not
only influenced by Silla, but also the maritime event passed to Silla.

Keywords: Ancient Busan, Foreign Exchange, Dongnae(3i7€), Dokroguk
(I#5EE), Geochilsanguk(FEZILIET), Guyaguk(uFE)



