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| Abstract |

A Study on the Transition and Meaning of
Busan Theaters Street through the new construction and
operation of Haenggwan

Kim, Nam-Seok

Haengjwa is the first theater in Busan. Since 1903, the existence of
Haengjwa has been proved, and this Haengjwa has been transformed into a
new theater hall in 1915. The change from Haengjwa to Haenggwan does
not mean only a silent theater change. The establishment of Haenggwan
means the new boom of Busan's theaters street, which began to be built
around Haengjwa. This hew boom can help to understand the fluctuations of
Busan's coastal theaters street. At the time of the 1910s boom, the
Kabuki-style theater which had been around since the 1900s was
withdrawn(upgraded/ renovated), and the number of permanent theaters
increased, and Busan's theaters street was temporarily restructured.
Haenggwan, together with Boraegwan and Sangsaengkwan, became the
leading theater of this trend. Then in 1930 Haenggwan was in a crisis again
due to a big fire in Nambinjeong. At the same time, the natural
transformation of Haenggwan has become a key driving force for the
transformation of the Busan theater market, in line with the opening of the
theater exterior since the mid-1920s. B4R X (Fugio Sakuraba), who was
the owner of the Haenggwan in the 1920s, planned a new theater that could
replace the burnt Haenggwan. However, the theater was built under the new
name Sohwagwan on the site near the competition theater Boraegwan, not
the place where it was originally located. Since then, Boraegwan and
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Sohwagwan have operated as competition theaters facing the road. Since
independence, both theaters have emerged as important cinematic assets of
Busan. Especially after a lifetime as a movie theater, Sohwagwan still
remains a past heritage of the BIFF square.

Key words: Haengjwa, Haenggwan, Boraegwan, Sangsaengkwan, Schwagwan,
movie theater, local theater, Busan



