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| Abstract |

First Publication of Magazines and Activities of Artists
of the Wartime Capital of Busan

Park, Jeong-Hoe

When the Korean War broke out, various kinds of magazines such as
THope,, "Saebots, "Yusungkes, "Culture World; and Sasang-gyaes were
launched in Busan, where the demand for information media increased by
an explosion of population.

With the magazine publication culture developing by being founded and
issued for various classes in Busan when it was the wartime capital of
Korea, refugee artists at the time such as Kim whan-ki, Baek Young-su, Lee
Jung-sup, Cheon Gyeong-ja, Kim Byung-ki, and Han Mook expanded their
spectrum of activity from production of cover pages and illustrations for
magazines to publication art. During the Korean War, artists could not able
to support their living expenses. Therefore, they drew illustrations of
magazine covers, table of contents, and contents to sustain their life and
painting worlds. These artists revealed their clear artistic world amidst
limited specifications and old printing technologies during the war, or they
accommodated the requests of magazine companies, while maintaining their
unique ambience, while also accepting the trends of western art to make
their own changes. The illustrations left behind by these artists have become
a symbol of artists’ art world by repeating certain materials. That is, these
illustration reveal the early world of sculpture that was built in this period.
Especially, those magazines contain not only illustrations but also
participated artists’ writings, which can be seen as art materials reflecting
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the early aesthetic tendencies and artistic views of leading artists in modern
and contemporary Korean art.

What especially stands out is that they were stimulated by the scenery of
Busan where they resided away from home because of the war, and they
actively expressed it in illustrations and writings through such magazines.
Therefore, using the medium of magazines, the artists expressed the
common motif of ‘Busan’ in various ways, and their illustrations should be

viewed as an artistic byproduct created by Busan as the wartime capital.

key words : Wartime capital, Busan magazines, Cover illustration,
llustrations, Kim whan-ki, Baek Young-su, Lee Jung-sup, Cheon
Gyeong-ja, Kim Byung-ki, Han Mook






