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| Abstract |

From Little America to Busan citizens park
- The memories and gazes around the Camp Hialeah -

Yoo, Hyeon

Camp Hialeah was set up as the U.S. military’s Busan base command
during the Korean War. It has since been an advanced U.S. overseas base
operated as Little America for long-term U.S. military presence under the
Cold War regime with the Soviet Union and a standoff with North Korea.

Camp Hialeah was shut down in 2006 by a bilateral agreement between
South Korea and the United States. Since the opening of Busan Citizens’
Park in 2014, historical memories of the land have been rapidly forgotten. In
addition, the village of Bondong in Bumjeon-dong, which used to be a base
town near Camp Hayaria, was incorporated into the park site. And their way
of life and various stories have also disappeared into history.

The first significance of the paper is that based on oral records of camps
and base villages, Koreans who lived in the base towns of Little America
and the Bondong Village in Bumjeon-dong have recorded the way of life
and confirmed its historical value. Therefore, it provided an opportunity to
preserve the now-defunct Camp Hialeah as a "place of memory" in the
future. Koreans belonging to Little America had to overcome racism and
inferiority by the U.S. military while embracing American culture. The
village of Bondong in Bumjeon-dong near Camp Hialeah was gradually
transformed into a base village through exchanges with the U.S. military.
People here have formed an economic community and a cultural community

with the U.S. military. However, it also had to pay the corresponding
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environmental and social costs.

The second significance is that it has paid attention to ‘nationalism’ as a
cultural medium that flows from Camp Hialeah to Busan citizens park.
There were three gazes of nationalism about Camp Hialeah. The gaze of
pro-U.S.-nationalism, the meta-discourse of Korea-U.S. relations, was filled
with fundamental gratitude to the U.S. Anti-U.S.-nationalism, on the other
hand, has inspired civil society to recognize their presence by carrying out
anti-U.S. movements, ousting U.S. troops and a campaign to return U.S.
bases from the perspective of "ethnic liberation.” Meanwhile, the gaze of
nationalism, which were revived following the tradition of colonial
nationalism, put the site of the memory of the officers’ club in the Busan
citizens park as the vestige of the Japanese Empire and tried to clean it up.

Key word : Little America, Busan citizens park, Camp Hialeah, memory,
nationalism, U.S. military base






