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| Abstract |

End of Imjin War and The Domestic and Foreign Affairs of Joseon
and Japan and the Joseon’s Dispatches of Tongsinsa to Japan

- Focused on the dispatches of Reply and Prisoner Repatriation
Envoy([IZARImEE L) -

Kim, Moon-Ja

This paper examines the background of dispatching the 1% Reply and
Prisoner Repatriation Envoy to Japan in 1607 after Imjin War(Li=AL)
based on the Domestic and Foreign Affairs of Joseon and Japan as well as
the activity of missions dispatched to Japan regularly since then. Missions in
late Joseon period were dispatched with different goals and backgrounds by
period, but they all claimed ‘friendly relationship’ as ‘political and
diplomatic missions’ to Japan’s supreme ruler sent by the King of Joseon.
Considering this point in mind, | have examined the activity of Tongsinsa
(mission) as “political and diplomatic missions’ that took important role in
stabilizing international order of East Asia after Imjin War.

Especially, | examined the reason why Japan tried to settle down
diplomatic relationship between Joseon and Japan quickly in relation to the
domestic power seizure by Tokugawa leyasu(f&/115<5R).

Consequently, in 1607, Reply and Prisoner Repatriation Envoy delivered
reply credentials by the King of Joseon wrapping up ‘unjustifiable’ postwar
settlement. | also noticed that it made a prototype of political/diplomatic
conduct dispatched to cope with Japan’s military force even though the
justification of reply and prisoner repatriation were also important.

Meanwhile, in 1606, leyasu tried to resume diplomatic relationship with
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Joseon against political situation in Japan such as construction of Edo Castle
and Seunppu Castle as well as seizing authority system of warrior family,
and as a premise, leyasu pressed for dispatching Tongsinsa (mission). It
seemed that Joseon’s request for leyasu’s own credentials and repatriation
of criminals could be flexibly responded.

In 1606, Japan made difference with Hideyoshi regime, and finalized
succession issue of generals of Edo Bakuhu. Therefore, leyasu seemed to
have tried to interact with Joseon to raise prestige of Edo Bakuhu and herald
the absoluteness of general’s power by focusing on the foreign diplomacy
and trade.

Finally, 12 dispatches of Tongsinsa (mission) to Japan after Imjin War
for resume of diplomatic relationship with Japan, repatriation of prisoners,
and recovery of relationship with neighboring countries are understood as
<Groping and Establishing Period of Relationship with Neighboring
Countries>, <Stabilizing Period of Relationship with Neighboring
Countries> and <Change and Declining Period of Relationship with
Neighboring Countries> by the goal of dispatch, and | examined their
activity as political envoy, diplomatic envoy, economic envay, and cultural
envoy. Eventually, | could identified it again that Tongsinsa had strong
tendency as political and diplomatic envoy that tried to protect the existence
of Joseon while interlocking with the change in international relationship.

Key words: Imjin War, mission, Reply and Prisoner Repatriation Envoy,
Edo Bakuhu, political and diplomatic mission



