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| Abstract |

A Study on the Dialectical Structure of Suyeong Yaryu's Narrative
- Focusing on the Narratives of Suyangban, Maltugi, and Halmi -

Park, Mee-Hwa

The dialectical framework of Thesis-Antithesis-Synthesis embodies a
philosophical universality in the evolution of society and culture. This study
seeks to understand the narrative structure of Suyeong Yaryu from a
dialectical perspective. Human cultural activities-including philosophy,
literature, and art-are all subject to dialectical universality. Furthermore,
Korean culture shares a dialectical universality of suffering and death,
followed by resurrection and regeneration. In other words, Korean culture,
rooted in an agrarian sense of solidarity, embraces a moral consensus that
human life ultimately attains reciprocity through sacrifice and devotion.
Suyeong Yaryu fundamentally follows this narrative structure. However,
having emerged in the mid-Joseon period, it has undergone cycles of
disappearance and restoration while maintaining its vitality. This study
examines whether it has fulfilled the dialectical conditions necessary for its

persistence.

This paper analyzes the character roles and narrative structures in
Suyeong Yaryu in terms of dialectical opposition. It identifies the roles and
narratives that serve as the Thesis and Antithesis, and examines the
development of the Synthesis, focusing on the role of Halmi. Based on this
framework, the study first analyzes the Yangban (aristocrat) and Maltugi

(jester) narratives to explore their dialectical opposition. Then, it examines
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Halmi's role to analyze the dialectical synthesis or the completion of cultural

and artistic resurrection.

In conclusion, the Yangban act illustrates the dialectical regression or
narrative limitation of maintaining the status quo through the opposition
between Yangban and Maltugi. In contrast, the Halmi act, through the death
of Halmi, represents the entry into a new phase of dialectical evolution or

transformation.

Key Words: Suyeong Yaryu, Dialectics, Rituality, Narrative Structure,

Symbolism.



