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| Abstract |

A Study of the Busan Art Scene in the Liberation Period
- Kim Jongsik and the Record of the Times -

Kim, Jung-Sun

The liberation period (1945~1948), spanning from Korea’s liberation to
the establishment of separate governments in the North and South, was
marked by intense ideological confrontation over the formation of a new
nation-state. The art world likewise mirrored these tensions through
repeated divisions and reorganizations of groups along ideological lines. As
a result, the period has often been described as a “time of confusion” in
which no clear artistic ideology emerged. Yet it was also a transformative
moment, characterized by efforts to break from colonial legacies and to seek
new cultural identities.

This study examines the Busan art scene during the liberation period,
focusing on how local artists sought to define their own identity beyond
ideological conflicts. Through the activities and works of Kim Jongsik, a
first-generation Western-style painter in Busan, it explores the dynamics of
local art communities. Beginning with the Busan Branch of the Art
Alliance(FAM1]&%5 ") in 1946, a series of groups such as the Busan
Branch of the Art Alliance and Gyeongnam Art Association(7d'g0]<&E 3)
emerged and dissolved, revealing the shifting artistic landscape shaped by
ideological and policy changes.

Amid these turbulent times, Kim Jongsik’s paintings Returned Koreans
and War(1948) marked a departure from his earlier abstract and

experimental style, capturing instead the pressing realities of the era. His



gaze extended beyond the fierce ideological confrontations of the time,
focusing on the heavy lives of ordinary people —from the bleak existence of
returned Koreans to the struggles of workers. This perspective later
connected to the Tobyuk-Group(E-%5<¢]) and Chungmak(#™), which
emerged in the 1950s and positioned themselves as “witnesses of the times,”
forming an important current within the Busan art scene. In this respect,
Kim Jongsik’s liberation-period works represent a significant example of
the autonomous artistic prctices that characterized the local art community

in Busan.

Key Words: Busan, the Liberation Period, Kim Jongsik, Busan Branch of
the Art Alliance(F-411]<251), Returned Koreans, Ideological Struggle.






