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| Abstract |

The tactics and practice of university student labor activists
in Busan area in 1980s with the special references on the
debate of ‘Sil-Bansil®

Lee, Kwang-Su

The evaluation of the ‘Sil-Bansil’ debate in Busan is a tactical one
between the so-called ‘sil” camp, which reinforces the organization through
leading struggles and the ‘anti-sil” camp, which requires immersion in
preparation through small-group activities until competency is established.
However there was also the same goal of creating and organizing a
vanguard team to pursue a transformation movement. No one can deny that
the university student labor activists formed a secret society against the
dictatorship to sow the seeds of the labor movement and the results were
brought together to the Great Workers' Struggle in 1987 in Busan. However
it is also clear that the student activists pursued social transformation by
being obsessed with unrealistic ideologies that did not fit into Korean
society. They were obsessed with Marx's theory failing to recognize the
difference in the time-space context of history thereby deepening the
separation between the movement and the masses. Contradictory to this
point, the labor movement based on economicism and trade unionism by
liberals led to a great explosion of the labor movement in 1987, without
exerting any influence of the movement as a radical political struggle they
pursued. The most important evaluation of them should be that they raised
conscious workers through small-group movements and there were

awakened workers who grew up through the process. It should be that they
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were able to succeed in their work and they were able to actively engage in

the struggle for wage increases or improving working conditions.

Key Words : Busan, labor movement, university student labor activist,
‘Sil-Bansil’, Line Struggle.






