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| Abstract |

The significance of “Busan” in early
Korean cinema history

Ham, Chung-Beom

This thesis is the result of a study examining the significance of “Busan”
in “early Korean cinema history” until the mid-1920s. In this paper, | tried
to review and interpret the related contents by dividing it into two main
aspects: screening and filming of Motion pictures from the 1900s to 1910s,
and the meaning of the establishment of Chosun Kinema Co., Ltd. in 1924
and film production activities there.

In Busan, where Japanese inhabitant culture was formed after the opening
of the port, Japanese-style theaters were built and screening of motion
pictures were carried out as in Incheon, Mokpo, Masan and other regions. In
addition, during the production of some documentary films, Busan was used
as a filming location. We can know these facts through the current literature
sources.

Meanwhile, in Korean cinema history, Chosun Kinema Co., Ltd.
(Joseonkinemajusighoesa) established in Busan in 1924, has been
recognized as the “first film production company”. However, in the early
1920s, several film production companies and agencies were established in
Gyeongseong(Seoul), so Therefore, it is required to reconsider the meaning
of cinema history about Chosun Kinema Co., Ltd. On the one hand, in the
process of making four movies at Chosun Kinema Co., Ltd., the role of
“Koreans” played a large role, and they led film activities in colonial Joseon
after the mid-1920s. At this point, we can see the cinema history value of
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Chosun Kinema Co., Ltd.
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